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Without proof the Commissioner Timmermans points to Gülen
movement as coup plotter
15 Nov 2016, Brussels

Weekly magazine Knack published an interview today with the EU VicePresident and Commissioner Frans Timmermans about the alleged involvement
of the Gülen movement in the coup attempt of July 15th in Turkey.
Mr. Timmermans suggests that more empathy needs to be shown towards the
Turkish government, which was targeted by a coup attempt on July 15. The
commissioner also suggests that it is not entirely false that the Gülen movement
is behind the coup.
Mr. Timmermans makes his statements not based on facts, but on supposition.
“Based on American research there are growing indications that the Gülen
movement certainly played a role in the failed coup this summer in Turkey,” said
the commissioner.
However, the article does not explain what evidence and which American
research. It is remarkable that this statement of Timmermans comes after
Erdoğan’s threat to end the refugee deal with Europe.
Thus far, although demanding Gülen’s extradition from the United States, there is
no indication that the Turkish government can provide any substantive evidence
at all that Gülen was involved in the coup. In addition, since the coup, the
government has dismissed and arrested thousands of police officers, judges,
prosecutors and lawyers who are not compliant with the wishes of the ruling
party. Currently, in Turkey there is no hope of a fair trial for anyone. In this
environment, Erdoğan also intends to reintroduce the death penalty. Furthermore,
there are reports of torture, sexual assaults, denial of medical care, and deaths in
custody.
Immediately after the failed coup attempt Fethullah Gülen condemned the coup
and denied any involvement, and he has asked for an international commission to
investigate who was really behind the coup. He said that if 10% of the allegations
could be proven, he would return on his own initiative to Turkey. To date his
offer stands since no one has started such an inquiry.
About possible participation in the coup by individuals from the Hizmet
Movement, Gülen has said that if any of his supporters were involved with the
coup plotters, they would have betrayed his teachings and he will not forgive
them for it. Finally, Gülen noted that an accusation is not a trial in itself, and it is
wrong to blame a movement for a coup attempt before the investigatory process
is completed.
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